
© 2017 ESLBAR.CO.UK
IELTS Writing 1 Analysing Tables - Overview Sentences

For each of the following questions you should:

• Look for figures that are increasing, decreasing, constant or undergoing fluctuation and choose 
the MOST STRIKING of them, including NOTABLE EXCEPTIONS.

• Decide whether you can use comparatives, superlatives, language related to ‘change over time’ 
or both.

• Decide whether you can group the information
• Decide which tense(s) to use
• Choose higher level vocabulary
• Remember not to add figures to your overview 
• Always try to write between 1 to 3 COMPLEX sentences starting with an overview word ( ie 

overall )

1. You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The table shows the proportions of pupils attending four secondary school types between 2000 
and 2009. Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features and make 
comparisons where relevant. Write at least 150 words.

2. You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.Write a report for a university lecturer describ-
ing the information in the table below. Write at least 150 words.
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3. The tables show results of 2 surveys done in 1980 and 2010 on various aspects of city living in a 
particular city. Units are measured in percentage. Summarise the information by selecting and re-

porting the main features, and make comparisons where relevant.

4. The table below gives information about the percentage of adults who paid for admission to var-
ious entertainment events in five nations in 2012.
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Look at the tables above and make a list of the things that stand out and choose the most 
striking of them. Then try to write overview sentences using them.

• Look for figures that are increasing, decreasing, constant or undergoing fluctuation and choose the MOST 
STRIKING of them, including NOTABLE EXCEPTIONS.

• Decide whether you can use comparatives, superlatives, language related to ‘change over time’ or both
• Decide whether you can group the information
• Decide which tense(s) to use
• Choose higher level vocabulary
• Remember not to add figures to your overview 
• Always try to write between 1 to 3 COMPLEX sentences starting with an overview word ( ie overall, in 

general )
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